
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Church Knowle Parish Council
held in the Furzebrook Village Hall 

at 6:40pm on Tuesday 9th June, 2026

PRESENT

Council Members:

Cllr Mrs Judi Newns (Chair)  [JN]
Cllr Mr Will Slack [WS]
Cllr Mr Howard Fry

Clerk to the Parish Council: 

Mr Andrew Parsons [AP]

C. K Parishioners & Members of the public:

2 Members of the public.

Dorset County Councillor:
 
Cllr Ben Wilson

155.26 Before the meeting  the Chairman Cllr Newns read the Chairman’s report from the Annual Parish Meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

156.26 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Cllrs Burt, Parker and Grice.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

157.26 There were no declarations of interest.  The meeting was not recorded.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION PERIOD

158.26 - No Public Discussion -
 
VACANCIES FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER

157.26 An application to join the Council has been received from Mr Peter Tompsett.
Cllr Newns proposed his application, seconded by Cllr Fry.

His application was approved unanimously and he took his place on the Council.  It was resolved that the  
Clerk will  arrange for him to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office before the next Parish Council 
meeting.

158.26 This will leave two vacancies on the Parish Council.  These will continue to be advertised as usual and a 
recruiting display will be included at the Church Knowle Fete.

REPORT BY DORSET COUNCILLOR

Dorset Councillor Ben Wilson gave a report on items specific to Church Knowle.

159.26 The study for a 30 mph speed limit on Furzebrook Road is moving forward.

160.26 Of local concern is the plan to close the primary school at Langton Matravers.  There is much local opposition  
to this planned closure and it felt that the needs and well being of the children and the community should take 
precedence over and an apparent cost saving.  

161.26 He is talking to Mark White of Dorset Planning about the Blue Pool and the New Inn.

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETI  NG HELD ON 12  th   MAY   2026  

162.26 The minutes that had been previously circulated were read.  



 

It was resolved that minutes be amended to make clear that Anne Jones is the current landlady of the New 
Inn and they can then be accepted as a true record of the meeting.  Passed unanimously.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

163.26 It was resolved to present the Parish Council on a table at the Church Knowle Fete and attempt to fill the two  
remaining vacancies for Councillors.

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

164.26 Jacqui Cuff who was preparing the housing survey has retired owing to ill health.

PLANNING MATTERS

One planning application was considered:

165.26 P/HOU/2026/00138 Replace shed at Rose Cottage.

The Council resolved to have no objection .

166.26 It was reported that:
- The camping application by the Blue Pool (Furzebrook Estate) had been refused
- No application has been submitted for a railway halt at Blue Pool.

THE PLAYING FIELD

167.26 The annual safety report for the playing field has been submitted by the external inspectors.  This will be  
studied and discussed for action at the next meeting.

HIGHWAYS MATTERS

168.26 The height of the 30mph signs at the entrance to the village continues to be discussed.

THE CORFE RIVER

169.26 The Corfe River Association is continuing to monitor the activities of Wessex Water with regard to the 
dumping of raw sewage into the river.  It was noted that the National Trust is in a financial collaboration with 
Wessex Water on the Dorset Wild Rivers scheme and may therefore find it difficult to be totally objective.

THE NEW INN

170.26 The view of Mark White of Dorset Planning is that if you sleep in a car park you are camping and the owner of 
the car park needs a license.  The ability of the New Inn to allow people to stay overnight in their car park is 
an integral part of the business.  The application made by the previous owner (Mr Estop) failed owing to lack 
of evidence of this historical activity.  It was decided through discussion that Statutory Declarations from local 
people and neighbours would fill this evidentiary shortfall and that a local magistrate or other authorised 
person should be found who could witness these.  The community is in danger of losing its pub,

171.26 The registration of the pub as an Asset of Community Value is being pursued.

THE CEMETERY



 

172.26 The quote for the emergency tree work at the cemetery was accepted and the contractor (Arbor Nature) will 
be instructed to proceed.

FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

● ACCOUNTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL FROM  13  th    MAY to C.O.B. 9  th   JUNE 2026  

173.26 The accounts were examined and approved unanimously

● SETTLEMENT OF INVOICES PAYABLE AT THE MEETING

174.26 The Chairman and Clerk presented the invoices payable. These were examined and the resolution to accept 
and pay the invoices was passed unanimously.  All of the invoices were duly paid.

● APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

175.26 - No applicable grants -

CORRESPONDENCE

176.26 - No correspondence to consider -

OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DEEMS OF IMPORTANCE 

177.26 - None -

PERIOD FOR DISCUSSION

178.26 - No topics -

ITEMS PROPOSED FOR THE JULY 2026 AGENDA

179.26 - No additional items -.

NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

180.26 The next meeting of the Church Knowle Parish Council will be held at the Church Knowle Village Hall on 
Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 6-30pm. 

181.26 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:04pm

Approved by Chairman :………………………………………………..    Date:………………………


