
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Church Knowle Parish Council
held in the Furzebrook Village Hall 

at 6:30pm on Tuesday 14th April, 2026

PRESENT

Council Members:

Cllr Mr Ian Gilbert [IG] (Chair)
Cllr Mrs Jayne Wilson [JW] (Vice Chair)
Cllr Mrs Judi Newns [JN]
Cllr Mr Derek Burt [DB]
Cllr Mr Will Slack [WS]
Cllr Mrs Hazel Parker [HP]
Cllr Mr Carl Grice [CG]

Clerk to the Parish Council: 

Mr Andrew Parsons [AP]

C. K Parishioners & Members of the public:
3 Members of the public.

Dorset County Councillor:
 
Cllr Ben Wilson

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

094.26 Apologies for non-attendance was received from Cllr Burt.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

095.26 Cllr Grice declared that he has connections with the Blue Pool.  Cllr Parker declared that she has a camping 
business.  The meeting was not recorded.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION PERIOD

096.26 Abbie King, the CEO of Swanage Railway gave a short presentation about the proposed temporary halt at the 
Blue Pool and welcomed questions and comments from the Council.  She said it would be constructed of  
scaffolding structure and would be in operation from June through to August.  The halt is already shown in the  
Swanage  Railway  timetables  as  these  have  to  be  advertised  and  distributed  well  ahead  of  time  for 
commercial reasons and to attract custom.  Thr idea of a halt at the Blue Pool has been mooted since 1977 
but never before implemented.
The proposal is being planned with ecologists and Natural England, will have disabled access and will make 
use of an existing footpath.
The potential fire hazard of running steam through heathland during the dry summer months was appreciated 
and only diesel trains would be run to the halt.
A full planning application will be submitted and preplanning consultations have been undertaken.
Some concern was raised by the member of the Council that this would change and increase traffic patterns 
in Furzebrook.

The Council thanked Abbie for taking the time and trouble to come and present to the Council.
 

VACANCIES FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER

097.26 There is still  a vacancy on the Parish Council.   There have been no new applications to join the Parish 
Council and the vacancies will continue to be advertised as usual.

REPORT BY DORSET COUNCILLOR

Dorset Councillor Ben Wilson gave a report on items specific to Church Knowle.

098.26 The 30 mph speed limit has been implemented Church Knowle village with signs and proper markings.



 

099.26 The case for a 30mph limit on the Furzebrook road is under review and will require a written justification for 
the limit.  Arne Parish Council is also very keen to have a speed limit on this road.

100.26 Cllrs Newns, Grice and Ben Wilson left the meeting.

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETI  NG HELD ON 10  th   MARCH   2026  

101.26 The minutes that had been previously circulated were read.  
It was resolved that minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting.  Passed unanimously.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

102.26 - No Matters Arising -

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

103.26 - No Neighbourhood Planning report -

PLANNING MATTERS

One planning applications was considered:

104.26 P/HABR/2026/01954 Application  under  s.76  of  Conservation  of  Habitats  and  Species  Regulations  for 
camping between 7th July and 31st August 2026.

The Council resolved to make no comment and understood that this was essentially a notice of something 
permitted under the regulations.

THE PLAYING FIELD

105.26 The tree (prunus sargentii) has been planted and is thriving.  The Council said any plaque saying the tree had 
been planted as a memorial to David Pierce who had served on the Council for many years must be provided 
by the family themselves.

HIGHWAYS MATTERS

105.26 - No highway matters -

THE CORFE RIVER

106.26 - Nothing to report -

THE CEMETERY

107.26 The Clerk will provide Cllr Parker with an up to date plan of the cemetery.

FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

● ACCOUNTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL FROM  11  th    MARCH to C.O.B. 14  th   APRIL 2026  

108.26 The accounts were examined and approved unanimously



 

● SETTLEMENT OF INVOICES PAYABLE AT THE MEETING

109.26 The Chairman and Clerk presented the invoices payable. These were examined and the resolution to accept 
and pay the invoices was passed unanimously.  All of the invoices were duly paid.

● APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

110.26 - No applications -

CORRESPONDENCE

111.26 The Clerk reported that he had received a response from the Valuation Office Agency who will assess 
whether commercial shooting should be business rated.

OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DEEMS OF IMPORTANCE 

112.26 - None -

PERIOD FOR DISCUSSION

113.26 Cllr Gilbert noted that the Arne Moors project reshaping the land (outside of the parish) by the harbour 
appeared to costing far more than the estimate and questioned whether the funding was coming from local or 
national government.

114.26 Cllr Parker reported that some of the signs placed on the Cucknowle ridge tracks to discourage irresponsible 
off road use had been torn from their fixings and trashed.

RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR

115.26 Cllr Jayne Wilson who has served the Parish Council for many years and has provided a great deal of 
wisdom, good sense and stability, tendered her resignation from the Council.

NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

116.26 The next meeting of the Church Knowle Parish Council will be held at the Church Knowle Village Hall on 
Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 6-30pm. 

117.26 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7:50pm

Approved by Chairman :………………………………………………..    Date:………………………


