
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Church Knowle Parish Council
held in the Church Knowle Village Hall 
at 6:40pm on Tuesday 12th May, 2026

PRESENT

Council Members:

Cllr Mr Ian Gilbert [IG] (Chair)
Cllr Mrs Judi Newns [JN]
Cllr Mr Derek Burt [DB]
Cllr Mr Will Slack [WS]
Cllr Mrs Hazel Parker [HP]
Cllr Mr Carl Grice [CG]
Cllr Mr Howard Fry

Clerk to the Parish Council: 

Mr Andrew Parsons [AP]

C. K Parishioners & Members of the public:
10 Members of the public.

Dorset County Councillor:
 
Cllr Ben Wilson

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

118.26 There were no apologies for non-attendance.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

119.26 There were no declarations of interest.  The meeting was not recorded.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION PERIOD

120.26 Ben Edwards expressed a concern that the proper process for evaluating the camping application at the Blue 
Pool had not been thoroughly applied and that the regulations allowed for the best environment scientists in 
their field to be consulted.  The camping field effectively sets up a small township at the end of the neighbours  
gardens, altering the whole nature of the community and with no community consultation or input.  Natural 
England are the only the only consultee on the Habitats Regulation Assessment.  Further there is no public 
need for camping at the Blue Pool, the demand for camping in the area is easily met by other established 
campsites in the area.  He said more active enforcement by Dorset Council is required.

121.26 DC Cllr Wilson responded that the enforcement team were investigating the case but cannot give a time line.

122.26 Mr Elliott  said that  Dorset  Council  enforcement  were very prompt  in  dealing with other  members of  the 
community on what were perceived to be minor infringements and that a wrong message was being sent to 
the community.  It was felt that enforcement action and the application of the planning law was not being 
applied even handedly.  He thought that the Furzebrook Farm site was being over developed and that Mr  
Jones should have engaged in some public engagement.

123.26 Cllr Newns (Planning and Environment) said that Mr Jones was incorrectly representing the Parish Council as 
being obstructive and unreasonable.  

124.26 The New Inn landlord Mike Jones said that  he had had a complaint  about campervans and unpleasant 
correspondence from Dorset Council threatening enforcement action.  He has contacted the previous landlord 
Matthew Estop who confirmed that he had had similar problems from Dorset Council.  Mike Jones said that 
the overnight camper vans were an essential part of his business as although he did not charge them they  
would dine and spend the evening in the pub.  He has recently taken on the pub and is actively addressing  
the local demographic as well as the all important tourist trade.  He questioned the basis upon which Dorset  
Council could tell him who could and who could not park in his own car park.

The Parish Council expressed its full support for the pub.



 

125.26 Mrs Kath Best of Church Knowle Farm said that the dead tree in the cemetery posed a hazard to her barn.
 
VACANCIES FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER

126.26 Cllr Gilbert resigned from the Council (effective end of current meeting) for personal reasons.

127.26 This will leave three vacancies on the Parish Council.  There have been no new applications to join the Parish  
Council and the vacancies will continue to be advertised as usual.

REPORT BY DORSET COUNCILLOR

Dorset Councillor Ben Wilson gave a report on items specific to Church Knowle.

128.26 The 30 mph speed limit has been implemented Church Knowle village with signs and proper markings.

129.26 Dorset Highways is assessing the case for a speed limit on the Furzebrook road is collecting information 
about near misses and other hazardous incidents.  These may be logged on the Dorset Council website.  An 
item to this effect will be put in the Corfe Valley News.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND ANY OTHER AGM BUSINESS

130.26 Councillors  were  appointed  to  the  following  positions  and  responsibilities,  proposed  and  approved 
unanimously by the Council:

Chairman: Cllr Newns
Vice Chairman Cllr Burt

Both Councillors undertook to serve for six months and then review their appointments.

131.26 Special responsibilities:
Planning and Environment Cllr Newns
Trees Cllr Burt
Cemetery Cllr Parker
Playing Field and Footpaths Cllr Fry
DAPTC liaison Cllr Slack
Perenco and Imerys liaison Cllr Grice

132.26 The updated Cemetery Regulations to allow mechanical digging were approved and adopted.

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETI  NG HELD ON 14  th   APRIL   2026  

133.26 The minutes that had been previously circulated were read.  
It was resolved that minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting.  Passed unanimously.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

134.26 Item 115.26.  It was resolved that the Clerk would prepare a letter to Mrs Jayne Wilson on behalf of the 
Council, all members to sign, thanking her for her many years of extremely useful and wise service on Church 
Knowle Parish Council.

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

135.26 There will be a housing survey report to consider in the coming months.



 

PLANNING MATTERS

136.26 - There were no planning applications to consider -

THE PLAYING FIELD

137.26 - There was nothing to consider for the Playing Field -

HIGHWAYS MATTERS

138.26 The Clerk is to give feedback on the implementation of the 30mph speed limit to Dorset Highways and report 
that the 30mph signs at the entrance to the village appear to be at the wrong heights.

139.26 There is a very large hazardous pot hole on the road to Cucknowle.  This has been reported and DC Cllr 
Wilson said he would follow this up. 

THE CORFE RIVER

140.26 Cllr Newns attended a meeting instigated by the National Trust that borders the river downstream of Corfe 
Castle.  The Trust plans to introduce beavers into their section of the river.

141.26 Wessex Water have not yet scheduled all of the work to upgrade their storm surge tanks.

THE CEMETERY

142.26 Mrs Katherine Best reported that there was a dead tree in the cemetery that is in peril of falling on her barn.  It 
was resolved to treat this as emergency work and seek a quote from the successful tenderer who felled the 
Playing Field tree.

143.26 There is some other tree maintenance work in the cemetery and it was agreed that Cllr Parker would instruct 
the regular contractor, Mr Robbie Green to put this in hand. 

FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

● ACCOUNTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL FROM  15  th    APRIL to C.O.B. 12  th   MAY 2026  

144.26 The accounts were examined and approved unanimously

● SETTLEMENT OF INVOICES PAYABLE AT THE MEETING

145.26 The Chairman and Clerk presented the invoices payable. These were examined and the resolution to accept 
and pay the invoices was passed unanimously.  All of the invoices were duly paid.

● APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

146.26 - No applications -

● ANNUAL AGAR SMALL COUNCIL AUDIT EXEMPTION

147.26 The Council resolved to submit this exemption certificate for councils having an annual turnover of less than 
£25,000 to the official auditor.

CORRESPONDENCE

148.26 - No correspondence to consider -



 

OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DEEMS OF IMPORTANCE 

149.26 - None -

PERIOD FOR DISCUSSION

150.26 Cllr Newns proposed a vote of thanks for the diligence and leadership Cllr Gilbert has brought to the Council 
during his period in the Chair.  The whole Council cordially concurred, saying that he will be missed and 
hoping that he will return to Council in future.

151.26 Cllr Parker said that the Dorset Council was acting in neither an impartial nor even handed manner when 
pursuing complaints and employing enforcement to businesses and persons in the Parish, to the detriment of 
some and the advantage of others.

This was put to the Council as a resolution and was carried unanimously with no abstentions.

ITEMS PROPOSED FOR THE JUNE 2026 AGENDA

152.26 It was resolved that the New Inn be made an agenda item.

NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

153.26 The next meeting of the Church Knowle Parish Council will be held at the Furzebrook Village Hall on 
Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 6-30pm. 

154.26 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:15pm

Approved by Chairman :………………………………………………..    Date:………………………


