
Minutes of the Meeting of Church Knowle Parish Council
held in the Church Knowle Village Hall 

at 6:30pm on Tuesday 9th September, 2025

PRESENT

Council Members:

Cllr Mr Derek Burt [DB] (Chair)
Cllr Mrs Jayne Wilson [JW] (Vice Chair)
Cllr Mrs Judi Newns [JN]
Cllr Mr Will Slack [WS]
Cllr Mrs Hazel Parker [HP]
Cllr Mr Ian Gilbert [IG]

Clerk to the Parish Council: 

Mr Andrew Parsons [AP]

C. K Parishioners & Members of the public:

Mr Ed Ellwood

Dorset County Councillor:
 
 - 

IN MEMORIAM

The Council learned that David Pierce who had been a loyal and active Parish Councillor for many years had died on 
the 31st August.  His wife had been the Parish Clerk.  A minute’s silence was observed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

237.25 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Cllr Ben Edwards (Dorset Council), Cllr Howard Fry and 
Cllr Carl Grice.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

238.25 There were no declarations of interest.  This meeting was not being recorded by a member of the public but  
was recorded by the Council.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION PERIOD

239.25 Nothing was raised by members of the public for discussion.

 
VACANCIES FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER

240.25 There is still  a vacancy on the Parish Council.   There have been no new applications to join the Parish 
Council and the vacancies will continue to be advertised as usual.

REPORT BY DORSET COUNCILLOR

Dorset Councillor Ben Wilson was unable to attend.

241.25 Consultation documents on the Local Transport Plan and the Dorset Council Local Plan have been forwarded 
to Parish Councillors.  The preliminary consultation period ends on 13th October.

It was agreed that Cllr Newns will produce a draft response to these on behalf of the Church Knowle Parish 
Council that will  be circulated and agreed by email.   In the event that more Parish Council  discussion is 
required there is the option of calling an extraordinary meeting to decide this before the 13th October deadline.

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETI  NG HELD ON 12  th    AUGUST   202  5  



242.25 The minutes that had been previously circulated were read.  It was resolved that the minutes be accepted as 
a true record of the meeting.  Passed unanimously.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE JULY MEETING

243.25 - There were no matters arising arising from the minutes of the previous meeting. -

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

244.25 Item moved to 257.25 Discussion Period.

PLANNING MATTERS

245.25 One planning application for the Parish was considered:

P/FUL/2025/05005 Erect Storage Barn at the Blue Pool 

Council voted to OBJECT to the application noting the following concerns:

- The position of the roller door presents a conflict between vehicular access to the barn and 
pedestrians.

- The land to the rear of the proposed barn must be returned to its natural state to respect the 
SSSI designation.

- There must be a report from Natural England.
- The purpose of the application is to provide storage for the Blue Pool. This B8 use must be 

specifically for the Blue Pool and not for commercial let.

THE PLAYING FIELD

246.25 The County Arboriculturist reported that the ash tree in the playing field had severe ash died back and should 
be felled.  The Clerk had invited tenders for the work, six have been received with prices ranging from £894 to  
£480.

The Council resolved unanimously to award the work to Arbor Nature who submitted the lowest price of £480.

247.25 The Clerk reported that the deeds to the playing field would be collected from Lloyds Bank this week and 
retained in a secure document box by the Parish Council.  The field will be properly registered with the Land  
Registry and the covenants on the land reviewed.

HIGHWAYS MATTERS

248.25 The data is in from the traffic surveys and a request for the raw data will be made to Dorset Council 
Highways.

249.25 The signage for the Cotness Ridge roads is in hand.

THE CORFE RIVER

250.25 Cllr Newns reported that she in continuing to liaise with Wessex Water on their future plans to improve the 
quality of the processing plants.



THE CEMETERY

251.25 An application has been made by Lisa Pierce for two cremations plots.  One for the late David Pierce and one 
reserved for the future.

This was unanimously approved and it was resolved that the Clerk would send a card of condolence to Lisa 
expressing the Council’s regret at having lost a very well regarded ex-councillor.

FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

● ACCOUNTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL FROM  13  th    AUGUST 2025 to C.O.B. 9  th    SEPTEMBER 2025  

252.25 The accounts were examined and approved. 

● SETTLEMENT OF INVOICES PAYABLE AT THE MEETING

253.25 The Chairman and Clerk presented the invoices payable. These were examined and the resolution to accept 
and pay the invoices was passed unanimously.  All of the invoices were duly paid.

● CONTRIBUTION TO THE CORFE VALLEY NEWS

254.25 A request has been received for a contribution towards the running costs of the Corfe Valley News.  The 
Council uses this as its main medium of communicating any Parish news.

It was resolved unanimously to make a contribution of £200.

● APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

255.25 - No applications -

CORRESPONDENCE

256.25 - There was no correspondence to consider -

 
PERIOD FOR DISCUSSION

The Neighbourhood Plan

257.25 The presentation by Jacqui Cuff at the August Parish Council meeting had been put on the Parish Council 
website by the Clerk.  On being informed that this presentation did not represent the views or the conclusions 
of the Parish Council or the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee the presentation was removed from the 
website.

It was agreed that this was the correct course of action and anything that could be construed as representing 
the views or conclusions of the Parish Council should be approved prior to being displayed on the website.

258.25 Cllr Parker resigned from the steering group as she felt that the group was not sufficiently transparent and an 
artificial bias was being applied over what was being released. 

259.25 Cllr Newns emphasised that one of the main advantages of having a made Neighbourhood Plan was the 
statutory clout it gave the Parish Council in planning matters especially with regard to government enforced 
housing development.

260.25 It was decided to continue with the Neighbourhood Plan in order to attain this objective (statutory rights) and 
was agreed that the sole purpose of the Steering Committee was to produce a Neighbourhood Plan.

OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DEEMS OF IMPOTANCE



261.25 Cllr Burt said he was prepared to continue as Chairman of the Parish Council but that this should be 
discussed at the next meeting.

 
ITEMS PROPOSED FOR THE SEPTEMBER 2025 AGENDA 

262.25 Review of the Clerk’s remuneration.

.
NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

263.25 The next meeting of the Church Knowle Parish Council will be held at the Furzebrook Village Hall on 
Tuesday 14th October 2025 at 6-30pm.

264.25 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:13pm

Approved by Chairman :………………………………………………..    Date:………………………


