
Minutes of a meeting of Church Knowle Parish Council
held in the Furzebrook Village Hall 

at 6:30pm on Tuesday 8th April, 2025

PRESENT

Council Members:

Cllr Mr Derek Burt [DB] (Chair)
Cllr Mr Howard Fry [HF]
Cllr Mrs Judi Newns [JN]
Cllr Mr Will Slack [WS]
Cllr Mr Ian Gilbert [IG]
Cllr Mr Carl Grice [CG]

Clerk to the Parish Council:

Mr Andrew Parsons [AP]

C. K Parishioners & Members of the public:

Mr Ben Edwards
Mrs Pippa Edwards
Mr Trevarro
Mr Ellwood.

Dorset County Councillor:
 
 Cllr Ben Wilson

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

090.25 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Cllrs Parker and Wilson.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

091.25 There were no declarations of interest by members of the Council.  Mr Elwood said he was recording the 
meeting.

PUBLIC DISCUSSION PERIOD

092.25 At the outset of this period, Cllr Newns asked for the question of interest that had been levelled at the 
chairman, who had a right to collect fire wood at the Cotness Lakes, at the previous meeting to be expanded 
and clarified.  The Chair and PC continued as the question in hand needed to be aired. The Clerk explained 
the definition of “interest” and the need to encourage debate appropriately.

It was indicated by the public present, free debate was to be encouraged.

093.25 A member of the public had previously asked for a copy of the December minutes and a copy of all FOI 
(Freedom of  Information)  documents.  The  Parishioner  read  from a  written  statement,  the  subject  being 
Cotness Tree works and the perceived conduct of Cllrs and an opinion of inability to carry out their duties in  
the absence of developmental training. Reference was made to historical communications on the Cotness 
land which had previously been furnished from the Clerk in response to the Parishioner’s  FOI request.

094.25 The Chair  expressed disappointment at  the way the PC had been labelled as non supportive in certain 
quarters with an additional element of bullying. There was also a rhetorical question as to why person(s) 
should be reported as on the premises in question during the hours of darkness in their night attire with a 
torch. An activity which had been reported to the PC by a concerned person.

095.25 During  the  public  discussion  (which  is  not  in  reality  part  of  the  meeting  proper),  a  further  parishioner 
intervened and vociferously levelled an allegation of bullying. The Chair rebutted this, and, in defence of the 
council, reminded all present of previous recorded incidents of bullying by the person(s) making such false 
allegations. Indeed, both had been in the position of Parish Cllrs. and in breach of the Code of Conduct at the 
time. As was right and proper, ex. Cllr. was reprimanded and ultimately expected to offer apologies for the 
embarrassment and inappropriate conduct during an official meeting whilst chairing a meeting. Such action at 
the time potentially bringing the PC into disrepute. 
The  Chair  then  advised  this  sort  of  behaviour  was  unacceptable  to  a  small  PC  or  any  other  public 
organisation.



096.25 Mr Ben Edwards said that he was continuing in his campaign to prevent off road vehicles from using and 
damaging the hilltop tracks and is consulting with Corfe Castle Parish Council who also have problems with 
unsurfaced road use.  Signs in an agreed format is the next step.

097.25 New roadside stakes have been installed at the entrance to the Blue Pool.  The procedure and lawfulness of 
installing structures on the side of the road was discussed and it was agreed that the clerk would bring this to  
the attention of Dorset Highways.

098.25 The Chairman reported that Mr Cook who is working at the Cotness Lakes has received a grant from Forestry 
England  and  is  being  advised  by  a  forestry  consultant.   It  was  agreed  that  Cllr  Newns  (Planning  and 
Environment) would liaise with both Mr Ellwood and Mr Cook to advise on which work requires planning 
permission. 

VACANCIES FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER

099.25 There have been no new applications to join the Parish Council and the one remaining vacancy will continued 
to be advertised as usual.

REPORT BY DORSET COUNCILLOR

100.25 Dorset Councillor Ben Wilson gave an account of the general news from the Dorset Council.

- A new Chief Executive,  Dr Catherine Howe has been appointed.
- The Dorset Council has undertaken to increase to amount of Affordable Housing
- A Council Tax consultation service is available from Dorset Council.

101.25 The road safety team at Dorset Council is awaiting a communication from the Parish Council to arrange a 
speed survey on Grange Road

102.25  The Dorset Highways department are helping with the problem of off road vehicles on the ridge at Cotness 
and funding for signage will likely be available.

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETI  NG HELD ON   11  th    MARCH   202  5  

103.25 The minutes which had previously been circulated were read.  

It was resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr Newns, seconded by Cllr Gilbert and passed unanimously.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH MEETING

104.25 There were no matters arising arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

105.25 The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee is being chaired by Mrs Pippa Edwards.  The Housing Needs 
Survey has been conducted in association with Dorset Council who are collating the results.

PLANNING MATTERS

106.25 P/HOU/2025/01480 – New Carport at 4 Tyneham.
The Council resolved to support the comments from the Conservation Officer suggesting a pitched roof and 
other changes to match nearby buildings.



Proposed JN,  seconded HF and passed unanimously.

107.25  P/HABR/2025/01548 – New Inn.  Application under Regulation 77 for camping for 50 tents.
This is a statutory notification and no comment is required.

108.25 P/VOC/2025/01128 – Mushroom field, New entrance.  Cllrs Gilbert and Newns are to check that the position 
of the entrance on site is as shown on the planning application.

THE PLAYING FIELD

109.25 The recommended treatment for the Playing Field woodwork was still outstanding and this will be put in hand.

HIGHWAYS MATTERS

110.25 A speed survey on Grange Road is to arranged with Dorset Council

THE CORFE RIVER

111.25 A  visit to the Wessex Water Corfe Treatment Works has been arranged for 23rd April.

THE CEMETERY

Administration and Applications

 112.25 - No new applications

FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

● ACCOUNTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL FROM  12  th   MARCH 2025 to C.O.B. 8  th   APRIL 2025  

113.25 The accounts were examined and approved. 

Approval proposed by WS, seconded by IG and passed unanimously.

 
● SETTLEMENT OF INVOICES PAYABLE AT THE MEETING

114.25 The Chairman and Clerk presented the invoices payable. These were examined and the resolution to accept 
and pay the invoices was proposed by WS, seconded by IG and passed unanimously.  All of the invoices 
were duly paid.

CORRESPONDENCE

115.25 A request has been received from the Purbeck Film Festival for a charitable contribution.  The Clerk is to 
distribute the details of the request, which included accounts, to the Parish Council for a decision at the next 
meeting.

 OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DEEMS OF IMPORTANCE

116.25 The Chairman emphasised that criticism of the Parish Council in this instance is unfair and unfounded.  All of 
the Councillors have the best interests of the Parish at heart and give of their time and expertise without bias 
or favour.



PERIOD FOR DISCUSSION

117.25 Concern was expressed over activities at the Blue Pool without planning permission.
 
 
ITEMS PROPOSED FOR THE MAY 2025 AGENDA 

118.25 No additional items were proposed for the next meeting.

.
NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

119.25 The next meeting of the Church Knowle Parish Council will be held at the Church Knowle Village Hall on 
Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 6-30pm.

120.25 There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:05pm

Approved by Chairman :………………………………………………..    Date:………………………


